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1 . HEREWITH FULL TEXT JONATHAN C. RANDAL ARTICLE WASH- 
INGTON POST FRIDAY AUGUST 26 HEADED "NAMIBIAN MOVEMENT 
REPORTED TO DROP DEMANDS." 

2. LAGOS, NIGERIA, AUG. 25-SIGNIFICANT CONCESSIONS 

HAVE BEEN MADE BY THE MAJOR SOUTHWEST AFRICA (NAMIBIA) 
LIBERATION MOVEMENT THAT APPEAR TO INCREASE CHANCES OF 
A NEGOTIATED INDEPENDENCE SETTLEMENT WITH SOUTH AFRICA, 
IT WAS LEARNED HERE TODAY. 

3. AS A RESULT OF THE CONCESSIONS, U.N. SECRETARY 
GENERAL KURT WALDHEIM, WHO HAD LONG BEEN RELUCTANT TO 
TAKE SUCH A STEP, HAS REPORTEDLY AGREED TO MAKE CON- 
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TINGENCY PLANS FOR A U.N. ADMINISTRATIVE PRESENCE IN 
THE TERRITORY DURING THE TRANSITION PERIOD. 

4. THE CONCESSIONS WERE MADE EARLIER THIS MONTH IN A 
THREE-DAY MEETING IN NEW YORK BETWEEN SAM NUJOMA, 
LEADERS OF THE SOUTH-WEST AFRICA PEOPLE'S ORGANIZATION 
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(SWAPO), AND REPRESENTATIVES OF THE SO-CALLED WESTERN 
CONTACT GROUP - THE UNTIED STATES, BRITAIN, CANADA, 

FRANCE AND WEST GERMANY. 

5. SWAPO, ACCORDING TO INFORMATION THAT SURFACED AT THE 
U.N.-SPONSORED ANTI-APARTHEID CONFERENCE HERE, AGREED TO 
ACCEPT A SOUTH AFRICAN AS ADMINSITRATOR GENERAL OF THE 
TERRITORY DURING THE TRANSITION PERIOD PRECEDING FULL 
INDEPENDENCE AND AGREED TO ACCEPT THE PRINCIPLE OF ELEC- 
TIONS FOR A PARLIAMENT. 

6. PREVIOUSLY, SWAPO HAD INSISTED THAT THE INTERIM 
ADMINISTRATOR GENERAL BE NAMED BY THE UNTIED NATIONS 
RATHER THAN SOUTH AFRICA. IT HAD ALSO OPPOSED EARLY 
ELECTIONS FOR A PARLIMENT, CONTENDING THAT RULE OF THE 
TERRITORY SHOULD PASS DIRECTLY FROM SOUTH AFRICA TO 
SWAPO SINCE THE UNITED NATIONS HAS RECOGNIZED SWAPO AS 
THE ONLY LEGITIMATE REPRESENTATIVE OF NAMIBIA'S 800,000 
RESIDENTS. 

7. SOUTH AFRICA HAS ADMINISTERED THE FORMER GERMAN 
COLONY UNDER A 1920 LEAGUE OF NATIONS MANDATE THAT WAS 
LATER REVOKED BY THE UNITED NATIONS. SOUTH AFRICA HAS 
DEFIED U.N. DEMANDS THAT IT WITHDRAW. 

8. THE SOUTH AFRICAN GOVERNMENT HAS AGREED TO EVENTUAL 
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INDEPENDENCE FOR NAMIBIA, BUT HOPES TO PASS CONTROL OF 
IT TO AN ADMINISTRATION FRIENDLIER THAN THE MILITANT 
SWAPO. 

9. THE NEW SWAPO POSITIONS WERE PASSED ON TO THE SOUTH 
AFRICAN GOVERNMENT LAST FRIDAY. THE NEXT STAGE IN THE 
INDIRECT NEGOTIATIONS IS EXPECTED IN THE COMING WEEKS 

IN THE FRAMEWORK OF THE NEW ANGLO-AMERICAN INITIATIVE ON 
SOUTHERN AFRICA. 

10. THE U.N. PRESENCE WALDHEIM HAS REPORTEDLY AGREED TO 
MAKE PLANS FOR IS UNDERSTOOD TO BE ADMINISTRATIVE OFFI- 
CIALS WHO WOULD WORK IN CONJUNCTION WITH THE SOUTH 
AFRICAN-APPOINTED ADMINISTRATOR GENERAL. WHETHER U.N. 
PEACEKEEPING FORCES WOULD BE USED IN NAMIBIA IS A 
SEPARATE ISSUE THAT REPORTEDLY HAS NOT BEEN RESOLVED. 

1 1 . THE PRESENT COMPROMISE CALLS FOR ESTABLISHING 
OVERLAPPING RESPONSIBILITIES BETWEEN THE SOUTH AFRICAN 
ADMINSITRATOR GENERAL, WHO IS TO TAKE OFFICE SEPT. 1 
WITH SWAPO APPROVAL, AND THE U.N. SPECIAL REPRESENTA- 
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TIVE. THE TWO OFFICIALS ARE TO WORK IN CONJUNCTION 
WITH EACH OTHER. 

12. WHILE SWAPO ACCEPTED THE PRINCIPLE OF ELECTIONS 

FOR A CONSTITUENT ASSEMBLY, THERE HAS YET TO BE AN 
AGREEMENT ON THE ELECTION MACHINERY. 

13. DESPITE THE CONCESSIONS, MAJOR DIFFERENCES REMAIN. 

FOR EXAMPLE, THERE IS STILL DISPUTE OVER WHETHER FINAL 
AUTHORITY ON ELECTION PROCEDURES WOULD BE VESTED IN THE 
U.N. SPECIAL REPRESENTATIVE OR THE ADMINISTRATOR 
GENERAL. 

14. SWAPO REPORTEDLY INSISTS THAT THE U.N. REPRESENTA- 
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TIVE "APPROVE" ALL DECISIONS WHILE SOUTH AFRICA'S VER- 
SION STATES THAT THE U.N. REPRESENTATIVE BE "SATISFIED" 

BY THE ADMINISTRATOR'S PROPOSALS. 

15. IT WAS ALSO LEARNED THAT A GREAT DEAL OF WORK 
REMAINS ON THREE MAJOR PROLEMS: 

- WITHDRAWAL OF SOUTH AFRICAN TROOPS. SWAPO WANTS 
THE SOUTH AFRICAN MILITARY OUT OF NAMIBIA IN THREE 

TO FOUR MONTHS. SOUTH AFRICA HOPES TO KEEP A MILITARY 
PRESENCE AS LONG AS POSSIBLE. 

- SUPERVISION OF A CEASE-FIRE. WHETHER THERE SHOULD BE 
A U.N. FORCE TO SUPERVISE THE TRANSITION, HAS NOT BEEN 
RESOLVED. 

- TIMING OF ANY PRE-ELECTION TRANSITION. SOUTH AFRICA 
WANTS THE SHORTEST POSSIBLE TRANSITION PERIOD TO GIVE 
THE ADVANTAGE TO CANDIDATES FAVORABLE TO IT. SWAPO 
WANTS THE LONGEST POSSIBLE TRANSITION PERIOD BECAUSE 
MANY OF ITS MEMBERS ARE ABROAD AND WOULD NEED TIME TO 
ESTABLISH THEMSELVES. EVEN THOSE IN NAMIBIA ARE RE- 
STRICTED IN THEIR ACTIVITIES BY THE SOUTH AFRICAN 
ADMINISTRATION, AND SWAPO FEELS THAT IT NEEDS TIME TO 
ORGANIZE. 

16. SOUTH AFRICA OFFICIALLY HAS PROPOSED DEC. 1978 

FOR ELECTIONS, BUT SWAPO PROBABLY WOULD WANT A LATER 
DATE. 

- WALVIS BAY, THE ONLY DEEP-WATER PORT ALONG THE 
NAMIBIAN COAST, IS A SOUTH AFRICAN ENCLAVE USED BY ITS 
NAVAL VESSELS AND IS SAID TO "LURK IN THE BACKGROUND" 
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AS A MAJOR OBSTACLE. IN THE NEW YORK TALKS SWAPO 
REPORTEDLY DID NOT SPECIFICALLY MENTION THE PROBLEM, 

BUT DID INSIST ON NAMIBIA'S "TERRITORIAL INTEGRITY." 

17. OBSERVERS SPECULATED THAT SOUTH AFRICA MIGHT 
RELINQUISH ITS CLAIMS TO WAIVIS BAY, BASED ON PRIOR 

BRITISH SOVEREIGNTY EVEN DURING NAMIBIA'S GERMAN 
COLONIAL PERIOD. IN EXCHANGE FOR A NAMIBIAN GOVERNMENT 
MINDFUL OF SOUTH AFRICA'S INTERESTS. END TEXT. CHRISTOPHER 
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